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Spirit-Sealed Theology 
A Scripture-First Study 

 

COMPILED ACCORDING TO THE SCRIPTURE FIRST METHOD 

In whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation: in whom 
also after that ye believed, ye were sealed with that holy Spirit of promise, which is the earnest of 
our inheritance until the redemption of the purchased possession, unto the praise of his glory. — 

Ephesians 1:13–14 (KJV) 

 

All scripture citations are taken exclusively from the King James Version (KJV) of the Holy Bible. 
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Copyright and Publication Notice 

Spirit-Sealed Theology 
A Scripture-First Study 

Copyright © 2026 Dallas Beecham. All rights reserved. 

No part of this booklet may be reproduced, distributed, or transmitted in any form without prior written permission, 
except for brief quotations used for review, teaching, or study purposes. 

All Scripture quotations are taken exclusively from the King James Version (KJV) of the Holy Bible. 

Compiled according to the Scripture First Method. 

Printed for personal study, teaching, and distribution in support of biblical instruction. 
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About This Study 

This booklet is written to help sincere readers follow the witness of Scripture from promise to 
fulfillment. Its purpose is not to replace personal Bible study, but to encourage it. 

Each chapter invites the reader to test every conclusion by the written Word of God and to receive 
the gospel command with humility, faith, and obedience. 

The aim is simple: let Scripture speak first, let Scripture interpret Scripture, and let the reader 
respond to the Word of God with a willing heart. 

The Scripture First method follows the same basic impulse that marked the Reformation: a return to 
the authority of the written Word of God. It does not ask the reader to reject tradition because it is 
old, familiar, or widely held; it asks only that every teaching be tested by Scripture. If the Bible is 
the Word of God, then it must be allowed to speak first and speak fully. Where tradition agrees with 
Scripture, it may be received with gratitude. Where tradition contradicts Scripture, the Word of God 
must prevail. 
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A Note to the Reader: This booklet is written in the Scripture First Method of study. Every doctrinal statement is 
drawn exclusively from the King James Version of the Holy Bible. No external commentary, church tradition, or 
theological dictionary has been consulted or cited. The Bible alone is its own best interpreter. Read slowly. Read 
prayerfully. Let the text speak. 
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CHAPTER ONE 

What Is Spirit-Sealed Theology? 

Spirit-Sealed Theology is the biblical doctrine that the Holy Ghost is God's own seal upon the believing, obedient 
heart — given as a promise to all who genuinely repent and obey the gospel. This chapter defines the seal in precise 
scriptural terms, establishes its function as both a mark of divine ownership and a guarantee of eternal inheritance, 
and introduces the scriptural witness of the Spirit of promise. 

The word theology simply means the study of God. Spirit-Sealed Theology asks one direct question: how does God 
mark His people as His own? Scripture answers plainly. He does not place an outward brand on the body; He seals 
the surrendered believer with the inward, living presence of His own Spirit. This is not a figure invented by men. It is 
apostolic language for a real transaction between God and the obedient heart. 

Before we go farther, we must be clear about the foundation. Every conclusion in this booklet rests on the written 
Word of God as preserved in the King James Version. No creed, council, confession, or commentary is allowed to 
outrank the text. Let Scripture speak for itself. 

The Seal Defined in Scripture 

In the New Testament, the word sealed carries the idea of an authoritative mark — like a signet pressed into wax or a 
brand declaring ownership. When Paul says believers are sealed, he is saying they are marked, claimed, 
authenticated, and secured by God Himself. 

This passage is the keystone of Spirit-Sealed Theology. Notice the order: the believer hears the gospel, trusts and 
believes, and then is sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise. The sealing is not the same as merely hearing, nor is it 
reduced to intellectual agreement. It is a distinct work God performs in the believer. 

Paul also calls the Holy Ghost the earnest of our inheritance. In ordinary terms, earnest means a down payment — a 
pledge that the full promise will be completed. The Spirit is therefore more than comfort. He is God’s own guarantee 
that final redemption is coming. 

And grieve not the holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are sealed unto the day of redemption. — Ephesians 4:30 (KJV) 

Paul returns to this truth again because it matters. The believer who has received the Spirit carries that seal all the 
way to the day of redemption. This is not a side note in his letter; it is apostolic emphasis. 

Now he which stablisheth us with you in Christ, and hath anointed us, is God; who hath also sealed us, and given the 
earnest of the Spirit in our hearts. — 2 Corinthians 1:21–22 (KJV) 

Again, Paul ties the seal directly to the Spirit given in the heart. God establishes, anoints, and seals. The believer does 
not manufacture this. God does it, and He places the witness of it within the heart as a living reality. 

And I saw another angel ascending from the east, having the seal of the living God: and he cried with a loud voice to 
the four angels, to whom it was given to hurt the earth and the sea, saying, Hurt not the earth, neither the sea, nor the 
trees, till we have sealed the servants of our God in their foreheads. — Revelation 7:2–3 (KJV) 

The seal of God marks protection, identity, and belonging. To bear it is to belong to Him. To lack it is to stand outside 
that mark. This gives the doctrine its seriousness: the Spirit-seal is not a small matter, but a matter of eternal 
consequence. 

Ownership and Guarantee 

The seal carries two truths at once: ownership and guarantee. If God seals a person with His Spirit, that person 
belongs to Him — and God Himself stands behind the promise of final redemption. 

But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God dwell in you. Now if any man have not the 
Spirit of Christ, he is none of his. — Romans 8:9 (KJV) 

Romans 8:9 is direct. The presence of the Spirit is the mark of belonging to Christ. This is not an optional blessing 
added later for a select few; it is the defining mark of those who are truly His. 
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Now he that hath wrought us for the selfsame thing is God, who also hath given unto us the earnest of the Spirit. — 2 
Corinthians 5:5 (KJV) 

God has prepared the believer for glory, and the Holy Ghost is the earnest — the deposit and pledge — of that 
coming inheritance. The guarantee is not written merely on paper. It is placed within the believer by the Spirit of 
God. 

The Spirit of Promise 

Paul calls Him the Spirit of promise because God promised this outpouring long before Pentecost. 

And it shall come to pass afterward, that I will pour out my spirit upon all flesh; and your sons and your daughters 
shall prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, your young men shall see visions: and also upon the servants and 
upon the handmaids in those days will I pour out my spirit. — Joel 2:28–29 (KJV) 

God promised an outpouring for all flesh — sons and daughters, old and young, servants and handmaids. When Peter 
preached on Pentecost, he connected that promise directly to repentance, baptism in Jesus’ name, and receiving the 
Holy Ghost. 

Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of 
sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost. For the promise is unto you, and to your children, and to all that 
are afar off, even as many as the Lord our God shall call. — Acts 2:38–39 (KJV) 

The promise was never locked into one generation or one nation. “All that are afar off” reaches as far as the Lord 
continues to call. That includes us. The Spirit of promise is still for the seeking heart today.  

I can say with confidence that in May of 1970, I knelt at an altar, repented of my sins, was baptized in the name of 
Jesus Christ for the remission of my sins, and God filled me with the Holy Ghost. Everyone gathered around me 
knew that I had received the Holy Ghost the same way the apostles did on the day of Pentecost and the same way the 
believers in Acts 10 did, for they heard me speak with tongues as the Spirit gave utterance. 

Chapter Summary 

Spirit-Sealed Theology teaches that God seals the believing, obedient soul with the gift of His Holy Spirit. This seal 
is real, personal, and scriptural. 

Key Scriptures 

• In whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard the word of truth... ye were sealed with that holy Spirit of 
promise... — Ephesians 1:13–14 (KJV) 

• And grieve not the holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are sealed unto the day of redemption. — Ephesians 4:30 
(KJV) 

• Who hath also sealed us, and given the earnest of the Spirit in our hearts. — 2 Corinthians 1:21–22 (KJV) 

• Now if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his. — Romans 8:9 (KJV) 

Together, these verses show that the Spirit-seal is a distinct, identifiable work of God in the heart of every true 
believer. 
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CHAPTER TWO 

The Scripture First Method (T-Unit Framework) 

The Scripture First method is the hermeneutical commitment to allow the Bible alone to define, interpret, and apply 
its own teachings — with no external authorities admitted. This chapter explains the principle of self-interpreting 
Scripture, introduces the T-unit as the basic building block of biblical interpretation, and walks through a sample T-
unit analysis of Acts 2:38. 

Every method of interpretation begins with an assumption. The Scripture First method begins here: the Bible is 
sufficient, authoritative, and able to interpret itself. Tradition, commentary, and creed may be considered by others, 
but they cannot govern the text. Once an outside source is allowed to overrule Scripture, the reader has left the 
Scripture First method. 

This is not a modern invention. It is the way Scripture itself teaches us to read. 

The Bible's Own Method of Self-Interpretation 

Whom shall he teach knowledge? and whom shall he make to understand doctrine? them that are weaned from the 
milk, and drawn from the breasts. For precept must be upon precept, precept upon precept; line upon line, line upon 
line; here a little, and there a little. — Isaiah 28:9–10 (KJV) 

Isaiah describes divine learning as precept built upon precept and line laid upon line. Doctrine is not formed from one 
isolated phrase. It is gathered from the consistent witness of the whole Bible, with each passage confirming and 
clarifying the next. 

All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction 
in righteousness: that the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works. — 2 Timothy 3:16–
17 (KJV) 

Paul says all Scripture is inspired and profitable. That means the text itself is the source for doctrine, correction, and 
instruction. The man of God who receives the whole Scripture is thoroughly furnished; he does not need an outside 
authority to complete what God has given. 

Knowing this first, that no prophecy of the scripture is of any private interpretation. For the prophecy came not in old 
time by the will of man: but holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost. — 2 Peter 1:20–21 (KJV) 

Peter warns against private interpretation — readings that detach a passage from the larger witness of Scripture. 
Since the Word came by the Holy Ghost, it must be received with reverence and tested by the whole counsel of that 
same Word. 

Why Scripture Must Interpret Scripture 

 

Every word of God is pure: he is a shield unto them that put their trust in him. Add thou not unto his words, lest he 
reprove thee, and thou be found a liar. 

— Proverbs 30:5–6 (KJV) 

For I testify unto every man that heareth the words of the prophecy of this book, If any man shall add unto these 
things, God shall add unto him the plagues that are written in this book: and if any man shall take away from the 
words of the book of this prophecy, God shall take away his part out of the book of life. 

— Revelation 22:18–19 (KJV) 

The warning is plain. We must not add to or take from the Word of God. The Scripture First method honors that 
warning by letting the Bible speak, then letting other Scriptures explain what is unclear. We add nothing. We remove 
nothing. 
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How to Read a T-Unit 

A T-unit is a complete thought-unit in a passage of Scripture — one main statement with the clauses that belong to it. 
Reading by T-units keeps us from lifting a phrase out of its sentence and forcing it to say what the full passage does 
not support. 

Acts 2:38 is the ideal example because it contains the foundational command of the gospel. Let us read it as a single 
thought, then notice its parts. 

Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of 
sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost. 

— Acts 2:38 (KJV) 

This single T-unit contains four grammatically distinct elements, each carrying doctrinal weight: 

T-Unit Element Explanation 

1. First Command 
“Repent” 

Repent is an imperative command. It is not optional or merely suggested; it 
is the first act of obedience to the gospel and the necessary turning of the 
heart from sin toward God. 

2. Second Command 
“Be baptized every one of you in 
the name of Jesus Christ” 

This command applies to every one of you, leaving no exception in the 
apostolic instruction. Baptism is specifically connected to the name of Jesus 
Christ, making the formula both universal in scope and precise in 
application. 

3. Purpose Clause 
“For the remission of sins” 

This phrase explains the purpose or result attached to baptism. The text 
connects baptism with the remission of sins, not merely with an outward 
symbol of forgiveness already received. 

4. Promise 
“Ye shall receive the gift of the 
Holy Ghost” 

This is the promised result attached to the command. The Holy Ghost is 
presented as a gift to be received, promised to the obedient believer, not as 
an uncertain possibility or an optional later addition. 

Read as a complete T-unit, Acts 2:38 gives one ordered gospel command: repent, be baptized in Jesus’ name for the 
remission of sins, and receive the gift of the Holy Ghost. Remove any part, and both the grammar and the doctrine 
are damaged. 

T-Unit Principle: A T-unit must always be read in its entirety before any theological conclusion is drawn. Extracting 
one clause while ignoring the grammatical whole is not exegesis — it is distortion. The Scripture First method 
demands that we honor the full thought-unit. 

Chapter Summary 

The Scripture First method lets the Bible interpret itself and refuses to let outside authority overrule the text. 

Key Scriptures 

• For precept must be upon precept... line upon line... — Isaiah 28:10 (KJV) 

• All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine... — 2 Timothy 3:16 (KJV) 

• Knowing this first, that no prophecy of the scripture is of any private interpretation. — 2 Peter 1:20 (KJV) 

The T-unit framework keeps each passage whole. In Acts 2:38, a single thought reveals a unified gospel command. 
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CHAPTER THREE 

The Acts Pattern: The New Birth in Action 

Acts is the inspired record of how the early church obeyed and administered the gospel. In its pages, five conversion 
accounts show the same apostolic pattern: repentance, baptism in Jesus' name, and receiving the Holy Ghost with the 
evidence of speaking in tongues. This chapter follows each account carefully. 

The book of Acts is more than church history. It is inspired Scripture. The conversion accounts are not scattered 
examples with no authority; they show how the apostles preached and applied the new birth after Pentecost. 

As we read Acts carefully, one pattern keeps appearing: baptism is administered in the name of Jesus, and where the 
receiving of the Holy Ghost is described with evidence, tongues are the sign. Let us walk through the record. 

The Day of Pentecost — Acts 2 

Pentecost was the first great outpouring of the Holy Ghost. Joel’s prophecy began to be fulfilled, and the New 
Testament church was born. The disciples had waited in obedience to the Lord’s command, and God answered with 
power. 

And when the day of Pentecost was fully come, they were all with one accord in one place. And suddenly there came 
a sound from heaven as of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled all the house where they were sitting. And there 
appeared unto them cloven tongues like as of fire, and it sat upon each of them. And they were all filled with the Holy 
Ghost, and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance. 

— Acts 2:1–4 (KJV) 

Three details stand out. They were all filled. They began to speak immediately. And they spoke as the Spirit gave 
them utterance. The Spirit was the source; their voices became the instrument. 

When the crowd asked what they should do, Peter gave the apostolic answer: 

Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of 
sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost. 

— Acts 2:38 (KJV) 

The response was immediate: Then they that gladly received his word were baptized, and about three thousand souls 
were added that day (Acts 2:41). This is where the apostolic pattern begins. 

Samaria — Acts 8 

Philip preached Christ in Samaria, and many believed and were baptized in the name of Jesus. But the account makes 
one thing very clear: something was still lacking. 

Now when the apostles which were at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had received the word of God, they sent unto 
them Peter and John: who, when they were come down, prayed for them, that they might receive the Holy Ghost: (for 
as yet he was fallen upon none of them: only they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.) Then laid they their 
hands on them, and they received the Holy Ghost. — Acts 8:14–17 (KJV) 

This matters because the Samaritans had believed and been baptized, yet they had not received the Holy Ghost. 
Believing, baptism, and receiving the Spirit are connected, but Acts shows they are not always simultaneous. 

And when Simon saw that, through the laying on of the apostles' hands, the Holy Ghost was given, he offered them 
money. — Acts 8:18 (KJV) 

Simon saw something when the Holy Ghost was given. The text does not name tongues in this passage, but the 
visible response and the pattern elsewhere in Acts point to an identifiable sign. 

Saul of Tarsus — Acts 9 & 22 

Saul’s conversion was dramatic, but Acts presents it with the same sober pattern. Struck blind on the road to 
Damascus, he prayed and fasted until Ananias came with a clear commission. 
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And Ananias went his way, and entered into the house; and putting his hands on him said, Brother Saul, the Lord, 
even Jesus, that appeared unto thee in the way as thou camest, hath sent me, that thou mightiest receive thy sight, and 
be filled with the Holy Ghost. And immediately there fell from his eyes as it had been scales: and he received sight 
forthwith, and arose, and was baptized. — Acts 9:17–18 (KJV) 

Ananias came so Saul could receive his sight and be filled with the Holy Ghost. Saul was then baptized. Later, when 
he retold his testimony, he recalled the command associated with that baptism. 

And now why tarriest thou? Arise, and be baptized, and wash away thy sins, calling on the name of the Lord. — Acts 
22:16 (KJV) 

Paul also testified plainly about his own experience with tongues: 

I thank my God; I speak with tongues more than ye all. — 1 Corinthians 14:18 (KJV) 

Cornelius and His Household — Acts 10 

Cornelius was devout, prayerful, and generous, but he still needed the gospel preached to him. When Peter arrived, 
God opened the door of salvation to the Gentiles in a way no one could deny. 

While Peter yet spake these words, the Holy Ghost fell on all them which heard the word. And they of the 
circumcision which believed were astonished, as many as came with Peter, because that on the Gentiles also was 
poured out the gift of the Holy Ghost. For they heard them speak with tongues, and magnify God. Then answered 
Peter, Can any man forbid water, that these should not be baptized, which have received the Holy Ghost as well as 
we? And he commanded them to be baptized in the name of the Lord. — Acts 10:44–48 (KJV) 

The Jewish believers were astonished for one reason: they heard them speak with tongues. Tongues were the 
evidence that the Holy Ghost had fallen on the Gentiles. The sign was so clear that Peter immediately commanded 
baptism in the name of the Lord. 

The believers of the circumcision questioned him because he had gone into uncircumcised Gentiles and eaten with 
them. Peter then explained what happened and said: 

And as I began to speak, the Holy Ghost fell on them, as on us at the beginning. — Acts 11:15 (KJV) 

As on us at the beginning — Peter deliberately connected Cornelius’s house with Pentecost. The same Spirit fell. The 
same sign appeared. The same pattern continued. 

Ephesus — Acts 19 

At Ephesus, Paul met disciples who knew only John’s baptism. They had repented, but they had not received the full 
apostolic message of baptism in Jesus’ name and the gift of the Holy Ghost. 

When they heard this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. And when Paul had laid his hands upon 
them, the Holy Ghost came on them; and they spake with tongues, and prophesied. — Acts 19:5–6 (KJV) 

When they heard the truth, they were baptized in Jesus’ name. When Paul laid hands on them, the Holy Ghost came 
upon them, and they spoke with tongues. Once again, the pattern holds. 

The Acts Pattern — Summary Table 

Location Key Scripture Baptism Formula Evidence of Holy Ghost 

Pentecost / Jerusalem Acts 2:38 Jesus' name Tongues — Acts 2:4 

Samaria Acts 8:16 Jesus' name Tangible, visible sign — Acts 
8:18 

Saul of Tarsus Acts 22:16 Jesus' name Tongues — 1 Corinthians 
14:18 

Cornelius's Household Acts 10:48 Jesus' name Tongues — Acts 10:46 

Ephesus Acts 19:5–6 Jesus' name Tongues — Acts 19:6 
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Chapter Summary 

Acts gives five new-birth accounts, and the pattern is consistent: baptism is administered in the name of Jesus Christ, 
and where the receiving of the Holy Ghost is described with evidence, tongues are the sign. Paul later writes, 
Wherefore tongues are for a sign, not to them that believe, but to them that believe not — 1 Corinthians 14:22 (KJV). 

Key Scriptures 

• Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ... and ye shall receive the gift of the 
Holy Ghost. — Acts 2:38 (KJV) 

• For they heard them speak with tongues, and magnify God. — Acts 10:46 (KJV) 

• They were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus... and they spake with tongues, and prophesied. — Acts 
19:5–6 (KJV) 

This is not a coincidence. It is the apostolic pattern — clear, repeatable, and given for every generation that will obey 
the gospel. 
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CHAPTER FOUR 

The Identifiable Evidence: Speaking in Tongues 

Speaking in other tongues as the Spirit gives utterance is not presented in Scripture as a small or optional matter. It is 
the initial, identifiable evidence of receiving the Holy Ghost — the audible mark of the Spirit-seal. This chapter 
traces the evidence from prophecy to Pentecost to the continuing life of the New Testament church. 

If the Holy Ghost is the seal, then tongues are the visible impression that seal leaves. They are the audible, verifiable 
sign that God has moved in a definite way. This is not a claim built on emotion; it is the consistent witness of Acts, 
confirmed by prophecy and governed by apostolic instruction. 

The Promise and Its Sign — Joel and Acts 

And it shall come to pass afterward, that I will pour out my spirit upon all flesh; and your sons and your daughters 
shall prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, your young men shall see visions: and also upon the servants and 
upon the handmaids in those days will I pour out my spirit. — Joel 2:28–29 (KJV) 

Joel promised a Spirit outpouring marked by supernatural expression — prophecy, visions, and dreams. When the 
Spirit fell at Pentecost, Peter did not say it merely resembled Joel’s prophecy. He said, “This is that.” The outpouring 
with tongues was the fulfillment of what Joel had spoken. 

At Pentecost, the record is unmistakable: 

And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them 
utterance. — Acts 2:4 (KJV) 

They were all filled — with no exception. They began to speak with other tongues as the Spirit gave the utterance. 
Their voices were involved, but the Spirit supplied the speech. Peter then confirmed the meaning by quoting Joel. 

But this is that which was spoken by the prophet Joel; And it shall come to pass in the last days, saith God, I will 
pour out of my Spirit upon all flesh: and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see 
visions, and your old men shall dream dreams: and on my servants and on my handmaidens I will pour out in those 
days of my Spirit; and they shall prophesy. — Acts 2:16–18 (KJV) 

Tongues as Evidence in Every Recorded Case 

Chapter Three showed the Acts pattern. Where the evidence of receiving the Holy Ghost is expressly recorded, 
tongues are the sign. At Cornelius’s house, the Jewish believers knew the Gentiles had received the same gift for one 
clear reason: 

And they of the circumcision which believed were astonished, as many as came with Peter, because that on the 
Gentiles also was poured out the gift of the Holy Ghost. For they heard them speak with tongues, and magnify God. 
— Acts 10:45–46 (KJV) 

They heard them speak with tongues. That was the evidence — present, audible, and undeniable. At Ephesus the 
same pattern appears again: the Holy Ghost came on them, and they spoke with tongues and prophesied (Acts 19:6). 
The Spirit’s coming and the speaking occur together. 

The Role of Tongues in the Body 

The New Testament shows two operations of tongues. First, tongues appear as the initial evidence of receiving the 
Holy Ghost. Second, tongues function as an ongoing public gift in the gathered church. Both are scriptural, but they 
are not the same operation and should not be confused. 

Paul addresses the public gift of tongues in 1 Corinthians 12–14: 

For to one is given by the Spirit the word of wisdom; to another the word of knowledge by the same Spirit… to 
another divers kinds of tongues; to another the interpretation of tongues. — 1 Corinthians 12:8, 10 (KJV) 

For he that speaketh in an unknown tongue speaketh not unto men, but unto God: for no man understandeth him; 
howbeit in the spirit he speaketh mysteries. — 1 Corinthians 14:2 (KJV) 
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He that speaketh in an unknown tongue edifieth himself; but he that prophesieth edifieth the church. — 1 Corinthians 
14:4 (KJV) 

Tongues also serve as a direct means of Spirit-to-God communication. The believer speaks mysteries in the Spirit and 
is inwardly built up. Paul’s own testimony shows that he valued this deeply: 

I thank my God; I speak with tongues more than ye all. — 1 Corinthians 14:18 (KJV) 

Paul was not embarrassed by tongues. He thanked God for them. His words show a man who understood the Spirit’s 
help in prayer from personal experience: 

Likewise the Spirit also helpeth our infirmities: for we know not what we should pray for as we ought: but the Spirit 
itself maketh intercession for us with groanings which cannot be uttered. And he that searcheth the hearts knoweth 
what is the mind of the Spirit, because he maketh intercession for the saints according to the will of God. — Romans 
8:26–27 (KJV) 

Tongues as the Seal's Audible Mark 

The link between tongues and the Spirit-seal reaches back beyond Pentecost. Isaiah spoke of another tongue and 
called it rest and refreshing — language Paul later connects directly to tongues. 

For with stammering lips and another tongue will he speak to this people; to whom he said, This is the rest 
wherewith ye may cause the weary to rest; and this is the refreshing: yet they would not hear. — Isaiah 28:11–12 
(KJV) 

In the law it is written, With men of other tongues and other lips will I speak unto this people; and yet for all that will 
they not hear me, saith the Lord. Wherefore tongues are for a sign, not to them that believe, but to them that believe 
not. — 1 Corinthians 14:21–22 (KJV) 

Paul quotes Isaiah and identifies tongues as a sign. Isaiah called this “the rest” and “the refreshing.” The Spirit-filled 
life is not merely an argument to be defended; it is a promise to be received. Tongues stand as the audible mark that 
the promised Spirit has come. 

Chapter Summary 

Speaking in tongues is the initial, identifiable evidence of receiving the Holy Ghost — promised in Joel, fulfilled at 
Pentecost, confirmed in Acts, and regulated by Paul. 

Key Scriptures 

• They were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak with other tongues. — Acts 2:4 (KJV) 

• He that speaketh in an unknown tongue speaketh not unto men, but unto God. — 1 Corinthians 14:2 (KJV) 

• He that speaketh in an unknown tongue edifieth himself. — 1 Corinthians 14:4 (KJV) 

• Wherefore tongues are for a sign. — 1 Corinthians 14:22 (KJV) 

In Isaiah’s language, this is connected with rest and refreshing — the audible mark of the Spirit-seal upon the 
believer. 
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CHAPTER FIVE 

The Doctrinal Pillars of Spirit-Sealed Theology 

Spirit-Sealed Theology rests on four inseparable pillars: the Oneness of God, genuine repentance, water baptism in 
Jesus’ name, and the infilling of the Holy Ghost. Together, these form the complete new-birth experience — death, 
burial, and resurrection in Christ. 

No doctrine stands by itself. Each truth belongs to the whole counsel of God. The four pillars in this chapter are not 
separate ideas placed side by side; they work together as one gospel command. Remove one, and the structure 
weakens. Receive them together, and the believer enters what Jesus called being born again. 

Pillar 1 — The Oneness of God 

All correct teaching about salvation begins with correct teaching about God. Scripture’s foundation is plain: God is 
absolutely and indivisibly one. 

Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God is one LORD. — Deuteronomy 6:4 (KJV) 

Thus saith the LORD the King of Israel, and his redeemer the LORD of hosts; I am the first, and I am the last; and 
beside me there is no God. — Isaiah 44:6 (KJV) 

I am the LORD, and there is none else; there is no God beside me. — Isaiah 45:5 (KJV) 

Jesus Himself affirmed this unity in the New Testament: 

I and my Father are one. — John 10:30 (KJV) 

Some read this verse to mean that Jesus and the Father are the same person. A closer Scripture-first reading, however, 
should examine whether Jesus was speaking of personal identity or unity of purpose, will, and authority. The 
surrounding context should be allowed to define His meaning before a doctrinal conclusion is imposed on the text. 

The statement must be read in its immediate setting. In John 10, the sheep are secure in Christ’s hand and in the 
Father’s hand. Jesus is not presented as acting independently from the Father, but as the Son whom the Father 
sanctified and sent. His words show unity in divine work, authority, purpose, and keeping power, while the passage 
itself still distinguishes the Father who sent and the Son who was sent. 

Jesus the Man Approved of God 

Scripture does not require the reader to enter a man-made mystery in order to understand God. The Bible presents 
one God, the Father, and Jesus Christ as the man whom God sanctified, sent, anointed, raised, and exalted. Later 
traditions and councils often attempted to explain Jesus in language the apostles did not use, but the Scripture First 
method refuses to let later formulas govern the text. 

This does not lessen Jesus. It honors him according to the place God Himself gave him. Jesus is the Christ, the Son of 
God, the man approved of God, the mediator between God and men, the one in whom the fulness of God was pleased 
to dwell, and the one through whom God accomplished redemption. Scripture does not need to be made harder than 
God made it. If the Bible is allowed to speak first, it gives a clear and sufficient testimony: there is one God, and 
Jesus is the man through whom God revealed, worked, saved, and reconciled. 

For in him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily. — Colossians 2:9 (KJV) 

And without controversy great is the mystery of godliness: God was manifest in the flesh, justified in the Spirit, seen 
of angels, preached unto the Gentiles, believed on in the world, received up into glory. — 1 Timothy 3:16 (KJV) 

There is one body, and one Spirit, even as ye are called in one hope of your calling; one Lord, one faith, one baptism, 
one God and Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and in you all. — Ephesians 4:4–6 (KJV) 

The Oneness of God is not a side issue. It is the foundation under every other truth. Because God is one, the gospel is 
one, the saving name is one, and the apostles baptized in the saving name God appointed — Jesus Christ. 

Pillar 2 — Repentance 
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Repentance is more than regret. Biblical repentance is a full turning from sin and self toward God. It is the death of 
the old direction of life. Jesus made it non-negotiable: 

I tell you, Nay: but, except ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish. — Luke 13:3 (KJV) 

In Acts 2:38, repentance comes first. It is the doorway through which the rest of the gospel command is received. 
Peter preached the same call again: 

Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out, when the times of refreshing shall come 
from the presence of the Lord. — Acts 3:19 (KJV) 

Prophetic Note: Peter’s phrase, the times of refreshing, carries more than the idea of personal relief. In the language 
of Scripture, refreshing is connected to the promised work of God’s Spirit. Isaiah spoke of the rest and the refreshing 
in connection with stammering lips and another tongue (Isaiah 28:11–12), and Peter had already identified the 
Pentecostal outpouring as prophetic fulfillment (Acts 2:16–18). Thus, Acts 3:19 points repentance toward the 
promised refreshing that comes from the Lord's presence. 

For godly sorrow worketh repentance to salvation not to be repented of: but the sorrow of the world worketh death. 
— 2 Corinthians 7:10 (KJV) 

True repentance flows from godly sorrow — not merely feeling sorry because sin has brought painful consequences, 
but being convicted by the Spirit that sin itself is against God. That kind of sorrow turns the heart away from sin and 
produces real change. 

Pillar 3 — Baptism in Jesus' Name 

Water baptism in the name of Jesus Christ is not an optional ceremony added to the gospel. It is a commanded act of 
obedience with direct significance for salvation. Jesus commanded His disciples: 

Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost. — Matthew 28:19 (KJV) 

A Textual Observation: Matthew 28:19 commands baptism in the name — singular, not plural. Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghost are not three saving names. The apostles obeyed this command by baptizing in the name of Jesus Christ (Acts 
2:38; 8:16; 10:48; 19:5), the name God appointed in the gospel. 

That name was not chosen by men. It was announced from heaven by the angel before His birth: Thou shalt call his 
name JESUS: for he shall save his people from their sins (Matthew 1:21). Later, the apostles identified that same 
name as the only saving name: Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other name under heaven 
given among men, whereby we must be saved (Acts 4:12). Thus, baptism in Jesus’ name follows the name God 
Himself revealed and attached to salvation. 

The apostolic record is consistent: 

The Apostolic Baptism Pattern 

1. Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the 
remission of sins. — Acts 2:38 (KJV) 

2. (For as yet he was fallen upon none of them: only they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.) — Acts 
8:16 (KJV) 

3. And he commanded them to be baptized in the name of the Lord. — Acts 10:48 (KJV) 

4. When they heard this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. — Acts 19:5 (KJV) 

Paul explains baptism by connecting it directly to Christ’s death and resurrection: 

Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into his death? Therefore we are 
buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, 
even so we also should walk in newness of life. — Romans 6:3–4 (KJV) 

For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ. — Galatians 3:27 (KJV) 
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Buried with him in baptism, wherein also ye are risen with him through the faith of the operation of God, who hath 
raised him from the dead. — Colossians 2:12 (KJV) 

Baptism is burial — the old life laid down in the water — followed by resurrection into newness of life. It is not 
empty symbolism. It is the believer’s obedient participation in the death, burial, and resurrection of Christ. 

Pillar 4 — The Infilling of the Holy Ghost 

Jesus defined the new birth with precision: 

Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into 
the kingdom of God. — John 3:5 (KJV) 

Jesus spoke of two births: water and Spirit. Both belong together. The promise of the Spirit is not narrow or 
temporary; Peter declared it to every generation the Lord would call. 

For the promise is unto you, and to your children, and to all that are afar off, even as many as the Lord our God shall 
call. — Acts 2:39 (KJV) 

But if the Spirit of him that raised up Jesus from the dead dwell in you, he that raised up Christ from the dead shall 
also quicken your mortal bodies by his Spirit that dwelleth in you. — Romans 8:11 (KJV) 

Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to his mercy he saved us, by the washing of 
regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost. — Titus 3:5 (KJV) 

The Complete New Birth — A Summary 

Jesus said a person must be born again — not merely improved, reformed, or educated. The new birth is a new 
beginning from God. The four pillars together show that new birth in its fullness: 

Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born again, he cannot see the 
kingdom of God… Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God. That 
which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. Marvel not that I said unto thee, Ye 
must be born again. — John 3:3, 5–7 (KJV) 

When placed beside the death, burial, and resurrection of Christ, the order becomes clear: 

New Birth Element Gospel Parallel Key Scripture 

Repentance Death — dying to self and sin Romans 6:3; Luke 13:3 

Water Baptism in Jesus' 
Name 

Burial — immersed in the likeness of His 
death 

Romans 6:4; Colossians 2:12 

Infilling of the Holy Ghost Resurrection — raised to walk in newness of 
life 

Romans 6:4; Romans 8:11 
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Chapter Summary 

Spirit-Sealed Theology rests on four scriptural pillars: the Oneness of God, repentance, water baptism in Jesus’ name, 
and the infilling of the Holy Ghost. 

Key Scriptures 

• Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God is one LORD. — Deuteronomy 6:4 (KJV) 

• Except ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish. — Luke 13:3 (KJV) 

• Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ. — Acts 2:38 (KJV) 

• Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God. — John 3:5 (KJV) 

• For the promise is unto you, and to your children, and to all that are afar off. — Acts 2:39 (KJV) 

Together, these are not competing doctrines. They form the complete obedience of the gospel. 
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CHAPTER SIX 

Cross-References: The Whole Counsel of God 

Spirit-Sealed Theology does not begin in Acts as though it appeared suddenly. The promise of the Spirit runs through 
the whole Bible — foreshadowed in the Old Testament, promised by Jesus, explained in the Epistles, and carried all 
the way to Revelation. This chapter follows that thread from Genesis to Scripture's final invitation. 

A true Bible doctrine does not rest on one isolated verse. It is confirmed precept upon precept, line upon line 
throughout Scripture. Spirit-Sealed Theology bears that mark. From Genesis to Revelation, the Spirit of God is 
present, active, promised, and inviting. 

Old Testament Foreshadowing 

The Spirit of God is not a New Testament idea. He appears on the first page of Scripture: 

And the earth was without form, and void; and darkness was upon the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God moved 
upon the face of the waters. — Genesis 1:2 (KJV) 

The same Spirit who moved over the waters of creation still brings order, light, and life. What He did over the 
darkness in Genesis, He does in the soul that comes to God in the new birth. 

In the wilderness, God placed His Spirit upon the seventy elders, and they prophesied. Moses then gave voice to a 
longing that pointed far beyond his own day: 

And the LORD came down in a cloud, and spake unto him, and took of the spirit that was upon him, and gave it unto 
the seventy elders: and it came to pass, that, when the spirit rested upon them, they prophesied… And Moses said 
unto him, Enviest thou for my sake? Would God that all the LORD's people were prophets, and that the LORD would 
put his spirit upon them! — Numbers 11:25, 29 (KJV) 

Moses longed for all the Lord’s people to receive the Spirit. That longing was answered at Pentecost, when Joel’s 
prophecy began to be fulfilled, and the Spirit was poured out beyond one man, one office, or one nation. 

Ezekiel states the New Covenant promise plainly: 

A new heart also will I give you, and a new spirit will I put within you: and I will take away the stony heart out of 
your flesh, and I will give you a heart of flesh. And I will put my spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my 
statutes, and ye shall keep my judgments, and do them. — Ezekiel 36:26–27 (KJV) 

Long before Acts 2, God promised to put His Spirit within His people. Pentecost was not an unexpected interruption; 
it was the fulfillment of God’s own covenant word. 

The Gospels — Jesus' Own Promise 

Jesus did more than announce that the Spirit would come. He described the Spirit in living, overflowing language: 

In the last day, that great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried, saying, If any man thirst, let him come unto me, and 
drink. He that believeth on me, as the scripture hath said, out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water. (But this 
spake he of the Spirit, which they that believe on him should receive.) — John 7:37–39 (KJV) 

Rivers of living water — not a trickle, but an overflow. This is the Spirit-filled life Jesus promised to those who 
believe on Him. 
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Before His ascension, Jesus gave the disciples a specific command: wait until the promise came. 

And, behold, I send the promise of my Father upon you: but tarry ye in the city of Jerusalem, until ye be endued with 
power from on high. — Luke 24:49 (KJV) 

For John truly baptized with water; but ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost not many days hence. — Acts 1:5 
(KJV) 

But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in 
Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth. — Acts 1:8 (KJV) 

The Holy Ghost gives power to witness — not for self-display, but to testify of Jesus Christ to the world. 

The Epistles — Ongoing Doctrine 

Paul’s letters show that the Spirit is not only promised, but necessary to the believer’s daily life and final hope. 

There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after the 
Spirit. For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me free from the law of sin and death. — Romans 
8:1–2 (KJV) 

But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God dwell in you. Now if any man have not the 
Spirit of Christ, he is none of his. — Romans 8:9 (KJV) 

For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God… The Spirit itself beareth witness with our 
spirit, that we are the children of God. — Romans 8:14, 16 (KJV) 

The Spirit bears witness. His presence is not merely assumed because a doctrine says so; He gives inward testimony 
that the believer belongs to God. 

And because ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of his Son into your hearts, crying, Abba, Father. — 
Galatians 4:6 (KJV) 

In whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation: in whom also after that ye 
believed, ye were sealed with that holy Spirit of promise, which is the earnest of our inheritance until the redemption 
of the purchased possession. — Ephesians 1:13–14 (KJV) 

And grieve not the holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are sealed unto the day of redemption. — Ephesians 4:30 (KJV) 

Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you? — 1 Corinthians 3:16 (KJV) 

But ye, beloved, building up yourselves on your most holy faith, praying in the Holy Ghost. — Jude 1:20 (KJV) 

Revelation — The Sealed of God 

In Revelation, the seal of God reaches its final setting. Those who belong to God are marked as His own and set apart 
from the world around them. 

And I saw another angel ascending from the east, having the seal of the living God: and he cried with a loud voice to 
the four angels… saying, Hurt not the earth, neither the sea, nor the trees, till we have sealed the servants of our God 
in their foreheads. — Revelation 7:2–3 (KJV) 

And I looked, and, lo, a Lamb stood on the mount Sion, and with him an hundred forty and four thousand, having his 
Father's name written in their foreheads. — Revelation 14:1 (KJV) 

To bear the Father’s name is to be identified as belonging to God. And the book of Revelation closes, not with mere 
doctrine, but with invitation: 

And the Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let him that heareth say, Come. And let him that is athirst come. And 
whosoever will, let him take the water of life freely. — Revelation 22:17 (KJV) 

From the Spirit moving over creation’s waters to the Spirit and the bride saying Come, the witness is consistent. 
God’s Spirit is present, working, and inviting. The invitation still stands. 

Chapter Summary 
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Spirit-Sealed Theology is the whole-Bible witness of the Spirit of God, from creation to the final invitation of 
Revelation. 

Key Scriptures: 

• The Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters. — Genesis 1:2 (KJV) 

• Would God that all the LORD's people were prophets, and that the LORD would put his spirit upon them! — 
Numbers 11:29 (KJV) 

• I will put my spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes. — Ezekiel 36:27 (KJV) 

• If any man thirst, let him come unto me, and drink... this spake he of the Spirit. — John 7:37, 39 (KJV) 

From Genesis to Revelation, the testimony is one: the Spirit is God’s gift, God’s seal, and God’s promise to every 
soul that will come. 

  



 

Spirit-Sealed Theology · Page 21 

CHAPTER SEVEN 

Objections Answered by Scripture 

Genuine doctrinal conviction must be able to withstand scrutiny. This chapter addresses the four most common 
scriptural objections raised against Spirit-Sealed Theology and answers each one exclusively from the text of the 
King James Version — maintaining the Scripture First method throughout. No argument from tradition or church 
history is admitted here. Only the Word speaks. 

A careful student of the Word will inevitably encounter objections to the doctrines presented in this booklet. Those 
objections deserve respectful, thorough, Scripture-only answers. What follows is not a debate — it is an exercise in 
the Scripture First method applied to honest questions. The reader is invited to weigh every answer against the text 
and judge accordingly. 

Objection 1: "We are sealed when we believe, not when we receive tongues" 

This objection typically draws on Ephesians 1:13 and argues that the sealing occurs at the moment of faith, not in a 
subsequent experience of the Holy Ghost. A careful reading of the text, however, reveals something different. 

In whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation: in whom also after that ye 
believed, ye were sealed with that holy Spirit of promise. — Ephesians 1:13 (KJV) 

The Greek sequence is sequential, not simultaneous: (1) hearing the word of truth; (2) believing; (3) being sealed. 
The sealing follows the believing as a subsequent, distinct event. The text does not say, as soon as ye believed, in that 
same instant ye were sealed. It says after that ye believed, ye were sealed. The believing precedes the sealing. 

The Acts 8 account confirms this temporal sequence with unmistakable clarity: 

Now when the apostles which were at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had received the word of God… (for as yet he 
was fallen upon none of them: only they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.) Then laid they their hands on 
them, and they received the Holy Ghost. — Acts 8:14, 16–17 (KJV) 

The Samaritans had believed and been baptized — yet the Holy Ghost had not yet fallen on any of them. Their 
believing and their receiving the Spirit were two distinct events separated in time. And Paul's own question to the 
Ephesian disciples confirms the same understanding: 

Have ye received the Holy Ghost since ye believed? — Acts 19:2 (KJV) 

The question itself presupposes a distinction between believing and receiving the Holy Ghost. Paul did not ask, Do 
you believe? He asked, Have you received the Holy Ghost since ye believed? — implying that the Holy Ghost is 
received subsequent to, and distinct from, initial faith. 

Objection 2: "Tongues passed away with the apostolic age" 

This objection is commonly called cessationism — the teaching that spiritual gifts (particularly tongues) ceased with 
the death of the last apostle or the completion of the canon. The objection is not found in Scripture. Scripture teaches 
the opposite. 

For the promise is unto you, and to your children, and to all that are afar off, even as many as the Lord our God shall 
call. — Acts 2:39 (KJV) 

The promise of the Holy Ghost — received with the evidence of tongues at Pentecost — is expressly stated to extend 
to all that the Lord shall call. There is no temporal boundary in this verse. No generation is excluded. 

The cessationist argument frequently appeals to 1 Corinthians 13:8–10, claiming that that which is perfect refers to 
the completed canon of Scripture. The text, however, does not support this reading: 

Charity never faileth: but whether there be prophecies, they shall fail; whether there be tongues, they shall cease; 
whether there be knowledge, it shall vanish away. For we know in part, and we prophesy in part. But when that 
which is perfect is come, then that which is in part shall be done away. — 1 Corinthians 13:8–10 (KJV) 

For now we see through a glass, darkly; but then face to face: now I know in part; but then shall I know even as also 
I am known. — 1 Corinthians 13:12 (KJV) 
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Verse 12 defines that which is perfect by its result: we shall see face to face and know even as also I am known. This 
is not the completion of a canon. This is the return of Christ and the full knowledge that comes with eternal 
glorification. No believer in any age has yet seen God face to face in the sense Paul describes. Therefore, that which 
is perfect has not yet come, and tongues have not yet ceased. 

Additionally, Joel's prophecy positions the outpouring firmly in the final age: 

And it shall come to pass afterward, that I will pour out my spirit upon all flesh. — Joel 2:28 (KJV) 

Peter, quoting Joel, specifies: in the last days (Acts 2:17). The outpouring of the Spirit is a last-days phenomenon. 
The last days have not ended. The outpouring continues. 

Objection 3: "Baptism is not necessary for salvation" 

This objection is often raised on the grounds that salvation is by faith alone and that adding any human act to faith 
constitutes works-righteousness. The Scripture First response is simply to read what the text actually says: 

Works-righteousness is the belief that a person can earn salvation by human effort, religious performance, or personal 
merit. That is not what Scripture teaches. Baptism in Jesus’ name is not a work by which man earns righteousness; it 
is the obedient response of faith to the command of God. The power is not in the water, the minister, or the act itself, 
but in God’s mercy, God’s name, and the resurrection of Jesus Christ. Saving faith does not replace obedience; saving 
faith obeys. 

He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned. — Mark 16:16 (KJV) 

Jesus Himself — not a theologian, not an apostle — paired belief and baptism in a single sentence and attached shall 
be saved to the one who fulfills both. The plain reading of the text connects baptism to salvation. 

The like figure whereunto even baptism doth also now save us (not the putting away of the filth of the flesh, but the 
answer of a good conscience toward God,) by the resurrection of Jesus Christ. — 1 Peter 3:21 (KJV) 

Peter does not say baptism is a symbol of salvation already received. He says, baptism doth also now save us. He is 
careful to clarify that it is not the physical act of immersion in water that saves — it is the answer of a good 
conscience toward God, the obedient response of a heart that has genuinely repented and submitted, by the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ. 

The Acts record also connects baptism directly to remission of sins. Peter did not preach baptism as a later public 
symbol, but as part of the apostolic command: Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ 
for the remission of sins (Acts 2:38). Ananias likewise told Saul, Arise, and be baptized, and wash away thy sins, 
calling on the name of the Lord (Acts 22:16). 

Faith is never set against obedience in Scripture. Saving faith obeys. Baptism in Jesus’ name is not man’s work 
replacing grace; it is the obedient answer to the command of God. 

Objection 4: "Matthew 28:19 requires the titles Father, Son, and Holy Ghost instead of the name of Jesus" 

This objection argues that the wording of Matthew 28:19 should be spoken over the candidate exactly as written, 
rather than understood through the apostolic practice recorded in Acts. The Scripture First method requires us to let 
the apostles show how they obeyed the Lord’s command. 

Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost. — Matthew 28:19 (KJV) 

The command says name, singular. Father is not a personal name; Son is not a personal name; Holy Ghost is not a 
personal name. The question, then, is what name fulfills the command. The apostles answer that question by their 
actions. 

Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of 
sins. — Acts 2:38 (KJV) 

(For as yet he was fallen upon none of them: only they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.) — Acts 8:16 
(KJV) 

And he commanded them to be baptized in the name of the Lord. — Acts 10:48 (KJV) 
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When they heard this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. — Acts 19:5 (KJV) 

If Matthew 28:19 required a verbal repetition of titles, then every recorded baptism in Acts would be disobedient. But 
the apostles were not disobeying Jesus. They were fulfilling His command by baptizing in the revealed saving name: 
Jesus Christ. 

Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other name under heaven given among men, whereby we 
must be saved. — Acts 4:12 (KJV) 

Chapter Summary 

The common objections fail when tested by the whole counsel of Scripture. Believing and receiving the Holy Ghost 
are distinct in Acts. Tongues have not ceased because that which is perfect has not yet come. Baptism is joined to 
salvation by Jesus, Peter, and Ananias. Matthew 28:19 is fulfilled by baptism in the name of Jesus Christ. 

Key Scriptures: 

• Have ye received the Holy Ghost since ye believed? — Acts 19:2 (KJV) 
• For the promise is unto you, and to your children, and to all that are afar off. — Acts 2:39 (KJV) 
• Baptism doth also now save us. — 1 Peter 3:21 (KJV) 
• There is none other name under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved. — Acts 4:12 (KJV) 
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CHAPTER EIGHT 

A Call to Obedience: Receiving the Seal 

The purpose of doctrine is not argument alone, but obedience. Spirit-Sealed Theology calls every reader to respond to 
the gospel exactly as Scripture commands: repent, be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, 
and receive the gift of the Holy Ghost. The promise remains open to all whom the Lord our God shall call. 

The Timeless Command 

Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of 
sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost. — Acts 2:38 (KJV) 

This was not a private suggestion for one crowd in Jerusalem. It was the apostolic answer to the first convicted 
hearers of the gospel. It contains command and promise together. Repentance turns the heart from sin. Baptism in 
Jesus’ name applies the name connected to salvation and remission. The gift of the Holy Ghost is the promised seal 
of God upon the obedient believer. 

For the promise is unto you, and to your children, and to all that are afar off, even as many as the Lord our God shall 
call. — Acts 2:39 (KJV) 

The promise reaches beyond the first hearers, beyond their children, and beyond Jerusalem. It reaches all that are 
afar off. If the Lord is still calling, then the promise is still available. 

The Invitation 

Scripture never presents obedience as a cold ritual. It is the response of a heart that hears God and yields. Jesus gave 
the invitation in words of living water: 

If any man thirst, let him come unto me, and drink. He that believeth on me, as the scripture hath said, out of his belly 
shall flow rivers of living water. — John 7:37–38 (KJV) 

John explains what Jesus meant: But this spake he of the Spirit, which they that believe on him should receive (John 
7:39).  

The thirsty soul is invited to come, drink, and receive. The Spirit is not earned by merit; He is received by faith and 
obedience to the Word of God. 

Benediction 

Now he which stablisheth us with you in Christ, and hath anointed us, is God; who hath also sealed us, and given the 
earnest of the Spirit in our hearts. — 2 Corinthians 1:21–22 (KJV) 

Let every reader search the Scriptures, obey the gospel, and seek the Spirit-seal God has promised. The same Lord 
who poured out His Spirit at Pentecost still calls. The same promise still stands. The same gospel still saves. 

Chapter Summary 

The gospel command remains unchanged. Repentance, baptism in Jesus’ name, and receiving the Holy Ghost belong 
to the same apostolic invitation. The Spirit and the bride still say, Come. 

• Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ. — Acts 2:38 (KJV) 
• The promise is unto you, and to your children, and to all that are afar off. — Acts 2:39 (KJV) 
• If any man thirst, let him come unto me, and drink. — John 7:37 (KJV) 
• The Spirit and the bride say, Come. — Revelation 22:17 (KJV) 
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Scripture Index 
All major verses cited in this booklet are arranged below by book for quick reference. 

Bible Book Scripture References Page(s) 

Genesis 1:2 20 

Deuteronomy 6:4 14 

Numbers 11:25, 29 20 

Isaiah 28:9–12; 44:6; 45:5 7, 13, 20 

Joel 2:28–29 5, 10, 20, 23 

Ezekiel 36:26–27 20 

Matthew 1:21; 28:19 15, 24 

Mark 16:16 24 

Luke 13:3; 24:49 15, 20 

John 3:3, 5–7; 7:37–39; 10:30 15–16, 20, 25 

Acts 1:5, 8; 2:1–4, 16–18, 38–39, 41; 3:19; 4:12; 8:14–18; 9:17–18; 
10:44–48; 11:15; 19:2, 5–6; 22:16 

5, 8–10, 15–16, 20–
25 

Romans 6:3–4; 8:1–2, 9, 11, 14, 16, 26–27 12–16, 21 

1 Corinthians 3:16; 12:8, 10; 13:8–12; 14:2, 4, 18, 21–22 10–13, 22 

2 Corinthians 1:21–22; 5:5; 7:10 5, 14, 25 

Galatians 3:27; 4:6 16, 21 

Ephesians 1:13–14; 4:4–6, 30 5–6, 14, 21–22 

Colossians 2:9, 12 14, 16 

1 Timothy 3:16 14 

Titus 3:5 16 

1 Peter 3:21 24 

2 Peter 1:20–21 7 

Jude 1:20 21 

Revelation 7:2–3; 14:1; 22:17–19 6–7, 22, 25 
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Notes 
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